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Thank you to everyone who organised the Autumn Festivals in the Early 
Childhood and the Primary School and to the Parents who attended.  A special 
thanks to Class 7 for the Mandala, Class 4 for the Bread made with Sunflower 
seeds in memory of Brian Cusack and Class 5 for the honey. It is clear we are 
blessed with abundance.  
The Science building renovations are being undertaken with the support of 
a grant from the Federal Government, Block Grant Authority (BGA).  The 
renovations are due to be completed by the end of April and an Official 
Opening Ceremony is planned for Friday, 24 May at 2:30pm with the Assistant 
Minister, Honourable Anne Ruston. Please SAVE THE DATE.   Last Monday 
we welcomed visitors from the BGA – John, Wendy and Russell who are 
considering us for another grant in the future.  They appreciated the vision 
presented to them of our multi-disciplinary curriculum and how a Waldorf 
education can transform STEM into STEAM to bring Science, technology, 
engineering and maths alive through the Arts.
The AGM is scheduled to be held on Thursday, 11 April 2019 at 6pm-
7:30pm.    We will seek to start and finish promptly.  Please RSVP to 
Deborah by Thursday, 04 April so that we ensure we can make up a 
quorum before the night. Supper provided.

“You see things; and you say, “Why?” But I dream things that nev-
er were; and I say, “Why not?””

By George Bernard Shaw

Helen Platell, JD | Principal
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Class 4-7 Strings Ensemble Eu-
rythmy Room

Class 4-7 Strings Ensemble Eu-
rythmy Room

11.15am-1.15pm Harmony Day 
Activities 
1.30-3.30pm HS Bike Riding 
Elective Excursion
HS Parent Teacher Interviews

Class 7 Community Service
HS Parent Teacher interviews

Parent Craft Group
2pm Class 4 Play
1.15-3.15pm Class 11/12 PE 
Excursion to Tennis Court

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Important Dates
Next week...
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Class 7-9 Squash Elective Excur-
sion

Parent Craft Group
1.15-3.15pm Class 11/12 PE 
Excursion to Tennis Cour

I have been taking all the lost property and putting it 
in the lost property box outside the front of the OSHC 
room. If your items were labeled, I would have 
delivered them to your classroom. If they have not 
been delivered to you, please feel free to collect them 
or in week 10, the items in the lost property box will 
be displayed on the Hub verandah for you to collect. 
Thanks!

Immunisation Forms from the Mount Barker Council 
have been sent home with Class 8 students. If you 
decide against immunisation for your child, you are 
still required to return the signed form to confirm that 
you have been given the option. These completed 
forms are to be returned to the office by Monday 25 
March 2019.  Immunisations will be administered by 
a Nurse at the School on the afternoon of 02 April 
2019.

Lost Property
Front Office

Nathan | Class 7

Meridy | Administration

 
 

MT BARKER WALDORF SCHOOL, A SCHOOL FOR RUDOLF STEINER EDUCATION INC. 

ABN 86 610 445 079 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
11 April 2019, 6pm in Living Arts Centre 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting of the Mount Barker Waldorf School, A 
School for Rudolf Steiner Education Inc. to be held on Thursday, 11 April for the 2018 School Year 
commencing at 6:00 pm at the premises of the school, 27 Sims Road, Mt Barker, South Australia in the 
Living Arts Centre. 

AGM Agenda Draft 
 

6:00 pm Music and Slide show 

6:10 pm 
 
Welcome, Introductions and apologies. 
Approval of Minutes from previous AGM 

6:20 pm Presentation and Review of 2018 

6:35 pm Report by Board Appointments Committee 
- Farewell to Board members completing their term of Office 

Announcement of new Board Members 

6:50 pm Board Appointments Committee election 

7:00 pm Business Report 
- Presentation of the audited Financial Statements 
- Appointment of the auditor for the forthcoming year 

7:15 pm 
 
Future Strategic Plan 
 

7:30 pm Questions/Open Forum  
 
7:45 pm 

 
AGM closed and Light Supper to follow 

  
 



Never been to a Bush Dance? Don’t know what to 
expect? Are you thinking cowboy boots, checked 
shirts and the Macarena?
Well, think again!
The dances are based on traditional folk dances 
mostly from England, Ireland and Europe.  They are 
simple to learn, repetitive and you will be taught the 
steps on the night by one of the band members who 
demonstrates the steps and then continues to call 
them out as the music begins.  These dances are great 
fun for people of all ages and abilities (and also fun to 
watch from the sidelines as you tap your toes along to 
the music).   You don’t need a partner and you don’t 
need to know any of the dances beforehand.  All you 
really need is the courage to give it a go!  
The primary school students will have a taste in week 
8, when the musicians will come along to teach them 
some dances in the afternoon.  Hopefully they will be 
so excited they will beg you to come so they can have 
another go!
So, leave the cowboy boots at home, and join us for 
our (nearly) end of term Bush Dance!

Bush Dance

Madeleine Manning is 
my name. I have been to 
several different Waldorf 
schools both in Australia 
and New Zealand.  I 
have studied at the 
Mount Barker Waldorf 
School since Year 8.  My 
favourite memories from 
school are the camps and 
adventures I have been on.  
I have climbed volcanos at 
sunset, swum in freezing 
oceans and hiked for days 
through endless rain.  
The best part about these 

experiences has been sharing them with my class.  After 
spending several years with the same group of people 
they become like a second family.  I was also fortunate 
enough to go on exchange to Switzerland for 3 months.  
The experience was indescribable. I learnt so much about 
the world and myself and formed a lifelong friendship 
with my exchange partner, Raja.  

The focus for my Year 12 Project is ‘home’.  Particularly 
in relation to place, landscape and memory.  From the age 
of 8 when I moved to Australia I have questioned ‘What 
does home look like, what does it mean?’ For my project 
I want to explore this idea further by breaking down the 
question and looking at the things that contribute to the 
concept of ‘home’ and different people’s perspectives of 
it.  I will do this through a series of interviews.
As part of my project I will also hike the Larapinta trail, 
a 223km hike just out of Alice Springs right in the heart 
of Australia.  I will hike through some of Australia’s 
most harsh and rugged scenery.  When I first moved to 
Australia I really disliked the landscape and struggled 
to feel comfortable in it.  For this project I want to 
completely open myself up, learning as much as I can 
about the local area, culture, plants and wildlife and 
immerse myself in this unfamiliar environment for just 
over two weeks.  I will hike the trail carrying all my own 
food, water and equipment.  Afterwards I will reflect on 
my experience and see if I feel a connection to the place 
or even a sense of ‘home’.

Class 12 Graduates
Madeleine Manning



‘On Monday morning Kindergarten parents gathered 
together at the Hearth to pot up cuttings and create 
beautiful succulent gardens ready for this year’s 
Autumn Trading Table on Friday 12 April, 11am – 
2pm at the Living Arts Centre.
Thank you to Kerry Bird-Harris for organizing this 
fun and productive community morning.’

Last Thursday we celebrated our Autumn Festival in 
Nightingale Kindergarten. 
The children arrived with a small gift for our Autumn 
table display and full of anticipation of what was to 
come. Our morning was full of activity - corn husking, 
kite making, apple polishing, bay leaf threading and a 
special morning tea.
In the weeks leading up to our festival the children painted 
in preparations for their kites, collected bay leaves down 
in the educational garden on our morning walks, cut 
apples for drying, cracked walnuts and collected lemon 
verbena leaves for tea. Many of these activities will 
continue as Autumn settles in.
Towards the end of our festival our families joined us 
to listen to songs and a puppet show of ‘the little brown 
bulb’. We farewelled the children with their baskets full 
from the mornings activities and the last thing to be 
added to their basket was a bulb that they can tuck into 
bed in their own gardens.
We would like to thank our parents for their support during 
our festival and would also like to thank Kym who very 
generously donated apples to all of the kindergartens for 
our festivals.

Kindergarten

Kindergarten
Nightingale

Brioni |  Director Early Childhood Education

Dimity  |  Nightingale



Class 6 has spent the last few weeks uncovering facts 
about ancient Rome. They have done this through working 
in a group on set project topics. Working in a group not 
only ensures the students get a variety of information 
but also ensures they learn valuable communication and 
cooperation skills. How difficult is it to work in a group? 
But also, how rewarding is it to work in a group?  
Through group work the students have become more 
aware of themselves and of each other. They have 
experienced the skills required when working with others 
to collectively produce an answer to a task. 
The two topics were – ancient Roman gods and goddesses, 
and Ancient Roman Warfare. The gods and goddesses 
group worked together to write a play. It was performed 
for the second group and Amrita. A comedy that was 
excellent in production, costume and information.
The warfare group chose to create a variety of model 
weapons, a life size soldier in full uniform, a diorama 
and script of a battle and mini essays on strategies. They 
concluded their presentation with a battle – which the 
Romans won of course. 
Creating assessment tasks where individuals can present 

at their level and as part of a group always produces 
unexpected and exciting results. 

Class 6

Sylosz Jane | Class Teacher

Autumn Leaves and Dragons
Class 2 had a wonderful Autumn Festival day of singing, 
games, stories, wax modelling and drawing. We have 
now finished our Aesop Fable and Maths Main Lesson, 
and are beginning our new Literacy Main Lesson on 
Stories of Buddha. 
I look forward to exploring the beautiful imagery and 
feelings that these tales inspire. 

Class 2

Emily |  Class Teacher



As the school’s annual Autumn Festival approached, 
Class 7 gathered to discuss what Autumn means to 
them. Through this discussion the class came up with 
images that they felt represented the season and used 
these images to produce individual mandalas in class. 
They then shared their mandalas with one another and 
after appreciating the different aspects, the students then 
worked together to produce one mandala that could be 
shared with the entire school community for the festival. 
Throughout last week, the class worked on the floor of 
the Living Arts Centre, chalking out their images and 
filling it with various seeds and grains - bringing it to life. 
The background of the mandala features the Aboriginal 
flag, to acknowledge the original land owners and their 
connection to country. The class then chose a large 
Autumn tree to signify the beauty of the changing season. 
Curled at the base of the tree is a sleeping dragon. The 
dragon represents the dragon that Saint Michael subdues 
in the Autumn time - that features in our stories and 
songs during this festival. Surrounding this tree was a 
circle of Autumn fruits and vegetables, which the school 
gathers and donates to local charity every year. Finally 
the entirety of the mandala is encircled with intertwining 

branches strung with Autumn leaves. 
We would like to acknowledge and thank the Mount 
Barker Fodder Store and their owners Bernadette and Ray 
Cox (Miller’s Grandparents) for donating the majority 
of the grains used in the mandala. We also send our 
gratitude to Veona and Scott Richardson (Lily’s parents) 
who donated additional Autumn coloured lentils. All of 
the grains have now been returned to the fodder store 
where they can be further utilised as food for the local 
chooks. 
It was a lovely festival filled with beauty in sight, word, 
song and deed. Thank you to the school community 
for supporting Class 7 in our efforts. It was a pleasure 
sharing this special day together. 

Class 7

Mary Medeiros | Class Teacher



On Friday the 15 March there was a Global Strike for 
Climate Change, over 2,000 cities and approximately 1.5 
million students world wide got involved. There were 
55 Strikes across Australia. Over 6,000 students turned 
out to the Adelaide Strike outside of Parliament House, 
including 37 students from Mt Barker Waldorf school. 
After going to the UN Youth Conference I felt really 
passionate about getting a group together to go to the 
strike. I found it really heart warming to have such a big 
turn out and seeing everyone getting involved and taking 
a stand against Climate Change.

Climate Strike

Chloe | Class 11



Mt Barker Waldorf School 1985-1987 
This week I’m going to approach our retrospective article 
by pulling out highlights from three of the years of our 
first decade. That will leave a couple of weeks of term 
for checking out the final two years of the ‘80s. By then 
I’m sure you’ll be exhausted by all the building work 
we squeezed into these early years – and will be glad of 
a little holiday before stepping into the ’90s with Tina 
Whisson.
Before I start though, I apologise for a couple of errors in 
last week’s article – it’s a quite a mind-bending exercise 
to gather these early facts, and it’s happening as the years 
did, in feverish haste! A couple of things didn’t quite 
add up, but I went with our usually accurate source, and 
called last week’s photo of the teachers a 1984 event, 
when really, it was the 1985 group. Since then, I’ve 
found the first newsletter of 1985, welcoming Jackie 
Duff and Karen Generowicz as Kindergarten teachers, 
and Johanna Minzlaff and Lyn Coad as Kindergarten 
assistants (so please take them, in your mind’s eye, out of 
1984 and into 1985). Anna Simpson has also reminded 
me of Joanna van der Sman’s name – Joanna was a 
musician, and also taught Craft and History in 1985. 
More staff, teaching and curriculum matters
I’ll begin this section on staff with a nod towards 

synchronicity and the number 5… in the final year 
we’ll look at today, 1987, Jeremy Board was the Class 5 
teacher. As I write, Jeremy is again the Class 5 teacher – 
for the 5th time! Legend!
In February 1985, Class 1 greeted their new teacher, Mark 
Molloy, who hailed from Wellington in New Zealand 
and brought with him a love of the great outdoors. Mark 
was a big influence in expanding the school’s sporting 
activity and getting cycling and other physical activities 
happening on a regular basis both at school and in leisure 
time. 
Two of our pioneering teachers, Alduino Mazzone and 
Jennifer West, headed off on a well-earned sabbatical 
year in 1985 – however Alduino was back in the saddle 
for the start of the 1986 school year, teaching the new 
Class 1, refreshed and regenerated by his interesting and 
productive year away. In 1987, came musical William to 
teach Class 1. I’m not sure if William was the first Class 
1 teacher to do so, but the parents of children in his class 
took on the enjoyable but exacting task of making a lyre 
for their child, giving the students a wonderful musical 
beginning to their school life.
In 1985, Milton Mellor moved into the high school as 
Class 8 Guardian, English and Geography teacher – no 
longer would he arrive each day in his Kindergarten 

Looking Back: Celebrating 40 Years

Feature Image:
Class 5 camp at Cape Jervis, 1987



outfit, the infamous pink-dyed Osh Kosh overalls (I 
found a pair the other day… I think I’ll donate them to 
the school archives)! Doreen too, carried on teaching 
Art History to Classes 8-10, as well as Art Practice, 
from 1984 through 1987, with John Whisson as Class 
9 Guardian and teaching Design and Woodwork. Tina 
Whisson was both Craft teacher and Librarian.
In 1987, the school had two Eurythmists – Helen Moon 
and Mary Mansbridge. Claudia Allgoewer had joined 
us as a German teacher and Midori Sakai (now Tsuruta) 
taught Japanese. Geoff Heard was there too, teaching 
French. Stephen Duff joined the teaching faculty in the 
upper school, to teach Maths, and Peter Glasby taught 
Chemistry and Biology.   
Class 8 students were the lucky participants in Typing, 
Machine Sewing and Woodwork lessons, taught 
respectively by Karen Blaylock, Mace Boston and Heinz 
Huxholl. Brenton Sherman began the work of looking 
after the grounds and gardens and Lyn Sherman took on 
the canteen and preparation of lunch orders. In all, the 
school was supported by 36 staff members – not all full 
time loads by any means, but nevertheless 36 individual 
personalities contributing to the character and life of the 
school.
In amongst all this industrious effort, July of 1985 
brought a group of 20 Principals from various schools 
in the Adelaide region to visit. By all accounts, they 
enjoyed their time with us and (so they said) went away 
with good impressions. From the beginning, we had 
helpful associations with government agencies such as 
the Commonwealth Schools Commission and with State 
peer and advocacy organisations. If nothing else, they 
admired our industry and persistence, and certainly the 
annual growth in student numbers – back then it was 
reportedly around 30% per annum – told a good story.
Before this July visit however, our teachers had had 
the opportunity to travel to Melbourne to the first ever 
Southern Hemisphere Steiner Teachers Conference, 
which 14 of us attended over the 1985 Easter long 
weekend. This was a big event involving months of 
planning by the Melbourne (Warranwood) School and 
liaison with Waldorf schools in South Africa, South 
America, New Zealand and other schools in Australia. 
I kept in touch with Melbourne before and after the 
event and being a habitual newsletter writer, distributed 
information as required and kept our lot up to date with 
developments. I also prepared for delivering yet another 
painting workshop – just a little daunting this time, 
delivering to my peers from around the globe. 
The conference experience was a great inspiration to 
all who attended. As well as practical workshops and 
talks, the program included a day for teachers from 
each country to give group presentations about their 
experiences. These included much singing, dancing and 
storytelling as well as talks addressing curriculum issues. 
The result was an intense feeling of having met those 
distant places and cultures through the work with which 
each of the schools was engaged.
I’m sure that this conference firmed up a personal 
decision for Milton and me, to pack up our trunks and 
our family and travel to South Africa for a great part 
of our sabbatical year in 1986. This was a professional 

development decision, based on plans to continue into 
the senior high school years from 1988. The Constantia 
School in Capetown, also dealing with southern 
hemisphere seasons, environment and post-colonial 
culture, had established their full K – 12 complement 
some 15 years before, and had years of operating 
experience and knowledge to impart in the sphere we 
were about to enter. 
It was an energising experience on many counts. A bomb 
threat on our second day at school in Capetown, had 
us all out in the paddock with sniffer dogs and armed 
police searching the school’s premises for an hour or 
so. Equally, it was exhilarating to explore a different 
education environment – Xhosa and German were taught 
as the languages other than English and Afrikaans, and 
the Constantia School was one of the only mixed schools 
operating in South Africa’s apartheid regime, with 
students of African, Indian, Anglo-Irish, European and 
Malay heritage and cultural background attending. 

Building works continue
The Science and Art building, begun in the closing stages 
of 1984, was completed as planned, over the 1984-1985 
summer holidays… and as the January newsletter of 
1985 rejoiced, the summer vacation went by without 
teachers or parents having to lift a hammer or even a mud 
brick. Once the mud-brick infill had been finished the 
year before, the builders did the rest, until it was time for 
a bit of painting and sanding a few days before school 
began. Planning for the next buildings – classrooms, a 
library and a high school toilet block – began early in 
the year. The building itself was well in progress by mid-
year, when Tina Whisson, now in the guise of Librarian, 
called a halt to book-borrowing until the transfer to 
the new library. In the middle of it all, a transportable 
building was delivered, and then modified to become 
much-needed music rooms.
At this stage the school was experiencing an increasingly 
pressing need for a larger space to gather in. From drama 
productions in the Mt Barker High School’s space, to a 
Music Festival in the Mt Barker Institute, produced by 
our enthusiastic new music teacher John Billing, it was 
becoming more and more difficult to do justice to this 
important part of our curriculum. So the next item on the 
building planning agenda was to conjure a large enough 
space for the whole school to gather. We called it The 
Barn, later to become The Space, and architect Mark 
Baxter came from Sydney to help plan a simple, low 
cost, multi-purpose building. Planning and building took 
place over the next 18 months, and a space for gathering 
and performing, with smaller spaces for woodwork, was 
ready for use at the start of the 1987 school year. 
What the students were doing
In 1987, the Waldorf Weekly newsletter reports that 
our Class 7 girls won gold medals at the Metropolitan 
Secondary Schools Athletic Championships. Sport 
played a new role at the school, with Mark Molloy always 
generously ready to organise, train and encourage teams. 
This led to winning a South Australian Championship in 
the late 1980s, by a mini-volleyball team; and winning 
national volleyball championships in later years, when 



other teachers had enthusiastically joined the fun. 
Class 9 student Joanna Wood was inspired by a visit from 
an experienced Waldorf teacher from Germany, Horst 
Hellman, to organise a stay at a school in that country for 
a few months in 1987. Her letters from Germany were 
legendary and read by many. 

There were always camps. Two to highlight from 1987 
were the Class 10 surveying camp organised by Milton 
Mellor and Peter Glasby, and the trip to Cape Jervis by 
Jeremy Board’s Class 5. Jeremy was on family leave, so 
Milton Mellor took the class on camp, with the help of 
11 of the class parents at scheduled times. The children 
enjoyed the rocks, the seawater and saltspray, the coastal 
plants, the sunsets over the water and the view of 
Kangaroo Island. 
The Class 10 surveying camp tradition started early in 
the history of the high school, as a means of teaching 
trigonometry in a practical and meaningful way. It was 
also an introduction to cartography, and we were lucky to 
have a parent cartographer, Silvana Messing, to oversee 
the production of maps after the first couple of camps. 
The surveying task was often an unexpected contribution 

to the recording of heritage sites – old mines on heritage 
lists were prime targets for our Class 10s and in the early 
days at least, there was direct liaison with the 1980s 
version of the South Australian Heritage Council.  Peter 
and Milton together took several classes to the Flinders 
Ranges to wield theodolites and staffs and string lines 
during the busy days, and to work on the calculations at 
night by lamplight.
John Billings’ passion for music diffused wonderfully 
through the school. A Lower School Ensemble and a 
School Orchestra with timetabled weekly practise times, 
were joined by much-appreciated parents, including 
Ulrike Klein, violin teacher Gitta Green and teachers 
Craig Taylor and Peter Glasby.  An end of school concert 
was presented by the School Orchestra in 1987, with a 
program that included:
• Concerto Grosso in D – Arcangelo Corelli (1653-1713)
• Concerto Grosso in C – Antonio Vivaldi (1676 – 1741)
• Maple Leaf Rag – Scott Joplin (1869 – 1917)
• Pavane pour une enfante defunte – Maurice Ravel 
(1875 – 1937)

Spring Fairs and other cultural events
As the years went by, the school’s Spring Fairs gained 
increasing popularity with the local Mt Barker and 
Adelaide Hills population. With each year’s fair based 
around a theme, and with the huge amount of artistic 
work, provision of nutritious (and yummy) food, 
entertainment such as puppet shows and stalls just for 
children, the crowds had grown each year. We had some 
regular events, such as the maypole and the Morris 
Dancers, plenty of accomplished musicians and singers, 
and a hope that staff and parents would find their inner 
performer and their dress-up box and dress to the theme. 
In 1985, the theme was ‘Pioneers’. As for 1986, I can only 
go by the photographs, as no 1986 newsletters have been 
discovered in old boxes or bottom drawers as yet – but 
since Jeremy Board is pictured as a clown conducting an 
auction (or giving a juggling display? …hard to tell) the 
Fair seems to be thematically centred around a ‘Circus’ 
theme. In 1987, the broad theme was ‘Colour’, a theme 
neither I nor Heinz Huxholl experienced at firsthand, 

1986 Spring Fair, Circus theme, with Jeremy 
Board

Class 10 surveying camp, 1987, with Peter Glasby 
and Milton Mellor.

Class 10 surveying camp, 1987, with Luke and 
Nityam



ensconced as we were that weekend, at a Steiner Schools 
Association meeting in Melbourne. Do I remember this? 
Not at all. But it’s what I wrote in Issue 3, Term 4 of the 
1987 Newsletter, so it must be true! 

However, I was certainly in attendance at the brilliant 
international violinist Miha Pogacnik’s concert at the 
Elder Hall in early October, where he was accompanied 
on piano by Canadian-born New Zealand resident and 
acclaimed concert pianist, Diedre Irons. In all, Miha 
must have made at least 5 visits to Adelaide over the 
years, giving more than one performance each time. It 
was a wonderful gift for the school community, as he 
always made a special effort to visit or play at school. 
Which reminds me that I remember hearing pianist 
David Helfgott (the protagonist played by Geoffrey Rush 
in the film ‘Shine’) play a wonderful concert at school. 
Whenever a high-level performer such as Helfgott or 
Irons gave a concert for the school community, I’d be on 
the phone to the appropriate musical people, organising 
a baby grand to be delivered on the day. A spectacular 
sight to see a piano dangling from a small crane and 
being gently deposited in The Space, where a piano tuner 
would be waiting.
At the other end of the scale, we just loved bush dances, 
and there was always a dance in the pipeline… the 
Southern Bus Group (parents from the Meadows-
Willunga direction, who took turns driving a small bus 
from there to school each day) could always be relied on 
for a dance or a fundraising dinner to support the running 
of the bus. And we could always find another excuse for 
a dance in aid of various activities in the school – in 
1987 there was a Bush Dance and a Twilight Dance, and 
in 1985 a Winter Dance warmed all who attended and 
danced a jig. There were many more, and perhaps I can 
put in another request here for grandparents and alumni 
parents to dig deep, in out-of-the-way crevices and 
cobwebbed shed, to see if a few more newsletters might 
be found, and more dances and events remembered!
I’ll finish with a lovely cultural event of 1987, when 
Midori facilitated a 10-day visit of a group of Japanese 
students and parents. They were interested in starting a 

Steiner school in Japan and wanted to see how a real 
one worked. So in July of that year, 5 mothers and 13 
children from Japan were billeted with school families 
and the children sat in with their age-appropriate class 
for the duration. The children’s mothers observed classes 
and joined in with other activities in the community, and 
enlivened the school kitchen each day as they compared 
notes about all they were experiencing. There was not 
much English, but we all understood enough – with 
Midori’s help, dictionaries, gestures and laughter. There 
was a Japanese dinner at the Mellor’s house, cooked by 
our visitors for their host families and the teachers from 
the classes where the children had spent their time. It was 
a lovely experience for our students to meet so closely 
with children from a completely different culture, and 
a wrench to say goodbye. Much exchanging of gifts, 
hugs, tears and countless arigatos and sayonaras were an 
expression of the importance of this cultural meeting for 
the children, and a great motivation to apply themselves 
to Japanese language lessons.

Caption: 1986 Spring Fair, Circus theme, with (L 
to R) Suzanne Przybicien, Alison Ayliffe, Doreen 
Mellor, Kerri Greening

Visitors from Japan in 1987, William’s class with 
three Japanese children, Midori, and a Japanese 
mum

Visitors from Japan in 1987, enjoying an Australian 
nature walk

Doreen Mellor
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Free	  screenings	  of	  Guarding	  the	  Galilee	  
and	  Stop	  Adani:	  A	  Mighty	  Force	  	  

6.30pm-‐	  8pm	  Thursday	  4	  April	  at	  the	  
Wallis	  Cinema	  Mount	  Barker	  
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Community

Choroi 37 String Solo Lyre
$1200 negotiable.I 

Phone Lawrie Toogood on 
08 8398 2245 or email 

rosemarytoogood@yahoo.com.au

For Sale

If you’re between 15 and 
25 years and live in the 
Adelaide Hills, this FREE 
program could be for you!

Find out more at: 
ahcyouth.eventbrite.com.au

the 
program

learn new 
skills meet 
new people  
be inspired 
make a 
difference 
give yourself 
an edge

 � Harness your own social  
media ‘brand’

 � Build effective  
communication skills

 � Master public speaking

 � Understand effective  
goal setting

 � Learn event  
management skills

 � Explore entrepreneurship

 � Learn tools for driving  
social change

 � Attend the Halogen  
Young Leaders Day



Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.


